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ASU, NAU, Arizona to offer free
tuition to select in-state students
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(Facebook Photo/Northern Arizona University)

PHOENIX (AP) — Thousands of Arizona high school
students can now get free college tuition thanks to a
new statewide scholarship program.

The Arizona Promise Program will provide
scholarships for eligible low-income students to fully
cover their tuition and fees if they enroll at one of the
three state universities — Arizona State University, the
University of Arizona or Northern Arizona University.
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The goal is to make higher education more accessible
for students from low-income families, a necessary
step for a strong future economy in the state.

The Arizona Legislature approved the new program
earlier this year.

“The universities for years have had lots of �nancial
aid, but what we’ve done here is passed a state law
that requires it,” said John Arnold, executive director
of the Arizona Board of Regents, which is overseeing
the scholarship.

“So it’s not a decision, there’s not a pool of money, it’s
not �rst come �rst served — it is state law that if you
do your part, you graduate from high school, you meet
the admission requirements for the university, if you
are a low-income family, you go without tuition and
fees. I think it’s a really powerful message,” Arnold
added.

Last year only 28% of Arizona public high school
graduates enrolled in a four-year college, and the rate
was even lower for low-income students, per an
analysis from the Board of Regents.

At the current pace, only about 17% of Arizona’s
current ninth-graders will have a four-year degree by
2029, much lower than the expected portion of jobs
that will require that level of education.

The scholarship will cover all eligible students who
enroll at a state university. Students who meet the
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quali�cations will automatically get the funding
through their university.

Arizona State University

OpenArizona State University

An estimated 3,800 students currently enrolled at the
three universities are expected to be eligible for the
program and funded this spring, according to data
from the Board of Regents.

The total universe of eligible Arizona high school
students is not clear, but last year about 12,400
Arizona students who �lled out the Free Application
for Federal Student Aid would have �nancially
quali�ed, according to the board.

Likely even more students are eligible for the promise
program but did not �ll out the �nancial aid form in
anticipation of applying to college.

State lawmakers funded the program with an initial
$7.5 million this year, and the board is pushing for
over $30 million next session. But regardless of state
allocations, all eligible students will get funding.

Many states and cities already have promise
programs in place — locally, for example, Mesa has a
free tuition program for Mesa Community College
students.

The hope is that this state scholarship will help
increase Arizona’s relatively low level of college
completion and also incentivize high school students
to be college-ready and graduate so they can have
access to free tuition.
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“It’s messaging down into eighth, ninth, tenth grade to
students and their families who are making long-term
decisions about their academic career, that even if
you’re a very low-income person, you can go to
college, that avenue is available to you, that our state
wants you to go to college, and we want that promise
there for you,” Arnold said.

Who is eligible for free college?

Students who qualify get a guarantee that their tuition
and fees will be covered, according to the board. The
scholarship �lls any gaps for students in tuition and
fees after their Pell Grant and any other aid they may
receive.

“This is a promise. It’s a guarantee,” Arnold said. “If
you meet all of those criteria, you receive the
scholarship.”

Scholarships are starting this coming spring
semester for quali�ed students who already are
enrolled. The board and three universities are working
on plans to market it across the state to get more
eligible students aware of the program and ready to
enroll next fall.

Follow @ktar923
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Share Comments   

Subscribe to KTAR
News' Daily Connect
newsletter
Keep up with the top headlines on

KTAR.com with the daily newsletter from

Arizona's News Station.

We want to hear from you.
Have a story idea or tip? Pass it along to the
KTAR News team here.

Arizona News

KTAR.com

Here’s what we know
about Republican Kari
Lake’s election lawsuit

Here's the latest on Republican
Kari Lake's legal challenge over
her electoral loss to Arizona Gov.-
elect Katie Hobbs.

11 hours ago

KTAR.com

PHX Sky Train extension
at Phoenix Sky Harbor
Airport opens to public

The �nal phase of the PHX Sky
Train at Phoenix Sky Harbor
Airport opened Tuesday,
connecting the terminals to the
car rental center.

11 hours ago
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Glendale �re�ghter dies
after yearlong battle with
brain cancer

Veteran Glendale �re�ghter Mark
Fowl died Monday after a yearlong
battle with brain cancer, the city
announced.

11 hours ago

Phoenix boy hospitalized
in critical condition after
being hit by car, pinned
underneath

A child in Phoenix was
hospitalized in critical condition
after he was hit by a car, �rst
responders said.

11 hours ago

Griselda Zetino

Eligible Arizona families
with kids in school get
EBT cards to buy
groceries

Some Arizona families are
unexpectedly getting EBT cards in
the mail that can be used to buy
groceries as part of pandemic
relief bene�ts.

11 hours ago

Sponsored Articles

Quantum Fiber

How high-speed �ber
internet edges out cable
for everyday use

In a world where technology
drives so much of our daily lives, a
lack of high-speed internet can be
a major issue.

Arizona Fall League

Top prospects to watch at
this year’s Arizona Fall
League

One of the most exciting elements
of the MLB offseason is the
Arizona Fall League, which began
its 30th season Monday.

SPONSORED CONTENT

Protecting the Planet With
Data From Space

Satellites provide accurate data to
agencies evaluating how their
work effects the environment as
they expand efforts to minimize
climate impact.

By EarthDaily Analytics
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Quantum Fiber

How high-speed �ber
internet can improve
everyday life

Quantum Fiber supplies unlimited
data with speeds up to 940 mbps,
enough to share 4K videos with
coworkers 20 times faster than a
cable.
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